Community Building
Through

Form Based Code... @&t

a sticky solution. &~

The “Community” as Expert

Paul Dreher, Livability Solutions, Newport, Vermont
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“You should
never do any
planning
project
unless it
Improves the
health of
your
community”

-Dan Burden
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STREET TYPES & STREET TYPE
STANDARDS

What Is a Form
Based Code?
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Destination Street

Role in Community
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Intended Uses & Activities

Order of Consideration

A (Sidewalk Width)

B (Greenbelt Width) | 4'

C (Parking Ln Width)

D (Travel Ln Width)

E (Pavement Width) | 22

F (ROW Width)

Target Speed

Design Speed | 2

Design Vehicle

# Travel Lanes

Sidewalk Type

Curbing | 3
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Transit Facilities
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On-Street Parking
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Form Based Code Is
a zoning regulatory
tool that regulates
municipal
development
primarily by form of
the built environmen
(based on shared
community vision)
and not by use.



A Form Based Code:
(If done right)

Promotes shared community vision!
Is asset based

Is affirmative

Recognizes and celebrates

a community’s strengths

Is place based and place-making
Develops/redevelops streets

as places

Is an economic development tool

Is a community empowerment tool




Advantages of Form-Based Codes

Are prescriptive
Create predictable physical result.

Shape a high quality built
environment.

Regulate development at individual
building or lot scale

Redevelops Streets as Place and
inherently encourages/fosters
Complete Street

Define and codify a neighborhood's
existing "DNA.”

Are easier to use by non-
professionals - shorter, more
concise, and organized for visual
access and readability.

Are easier for non-planners to
determine compliance.



Advantages of Form Based Code
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TRANSECT 4, MULTI-USE Senmoseor
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Role in Community
A Destination Street is meont to serve as
the front door of a multi-use destinarion
of greater than normal significance to the
X community, A Destination Street should
T:FMm serve as an intuitive and special place
fpip—— for socic! gothering, shopping, dining, SR i
. entertainmant, and events that may or Target Speed.
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,ﬁmﬂﬂm&, temporarily to motor vehicle traffie. Traffic Design Vehicle | DL 23 (De.ivery Vehicle)
should naturally move slowly due to a high P ——
density of pedestrians and acrivities.
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Tools of the Trade:
The Map

FORM BASED CODE LEGEND

Conventional Zoning Downtown Regulating Map
NOTE 1. ZONE DESIGNATION & ST TYPE DETERMNE
I commercial B APPLCADLE BUILOINS FNUEL BPF STARDARDS

NCTE 2 PROPOSED HEW ROAD STANDARDS ARE MINIMUM
STANDARDS - NOT LINITED TO THE PRCPOSED (e.g. proposed
7777 Industrial alloy is not imited to alley type)

Conservation

Light Industrial Fonm 1 - Main Street
Public Health - Office Form 2 - Downtown

[ urban Reareational E555 Fom 3 - Urban Multi Use
Urban Residential [I111111] Form 4 - Urban Waterfrant 1
General Residential %

Formm 5 - Urban Waterfront 2
ResidentialMixed Use

Fom & -

Designated Green Space

Primary Street - Type 1
I Fiirary Stieet - Type 2

Secondary Public Streets
I Fiimary Transit Street - Type 1
I Piimary Transit Street - Type 2
I Fiimary Transit Street - Type 3

Proposed Public Corridor - Secandary or Tertiary
[0 Proposed Public Alley/Mews or Delivery Ghannel
[ Proposed New Public Recreation Path
B cxisting Recreation Path
I Existing Walking Path

3 ) | /
NEWPORT, VERMONT. DESIGNATED DOWNTOWN/EAST MAIN - ZONES AND STREET DESIGNATIONS NEWPORT CRESCENT APPROVED DOCUMENT 06.17.11 CAl
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Why Form Based Code?
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Laguna Beach, California

-
&

Sydney Australia

We shape our public spaceé, and
afterwards our public spaces shape us.

— Adapted from Winston Churchill



“It is difficult to design a place that will not
attract people; what is remarkable is how often
this has been accomplished.”

-- William H. Whyte

The erosion of cities by automobiles proceeds as a kind
of nibbling. Small nibbles at first but eventually hefty
bites. A street is widened here, another is straightened
there, a wide avenue is converted to one way flow and
more land goes into parking. No one step in this process
IS In itself crucial but cumulatively the effect is
enormous.

Jane Jacobs, 1954
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Place Vision
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Upside Down Planning
Disciplines Support Place

‘ Architecture | | Public Space Land Use || Transportation ‘
Markets Design Transit
Buildings _
Parks Density Bike-Ped
Institutions . .
Waterfronts DlverSIty Parking
Plazas Schools Accessibility Roadways
Libraries Distance to Stations

Transit




* Meetings
« Charrettes
 Tours

INVOLVEMENT (Unlikely Partners)

« Community Members

* Planning and Zoning (Local Government)
 Business Community

* Schools



FORMING PARTNERSHIPS
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Listening to the Community




Listening to the Community

Access & Linkages

That doesn’t
belong here!
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Finding the DNA

The Community as Expert - Measuring Your Place
i S




The Messy Map

The power of the pen
in the hands of the community...
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«“Start with the map, end with the map.”



Process - The Messy Map
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Listening to the Community
Consistency of Comments

COMMUNITY COMMENTS;

“Grocery Store”

“Street Trees”
“mixed-use”

“Safe Routes to School”
“gateway”

“affordable housing”
“public gathering places”
“Great places”

“more destinations on Main Street”
“Slower Traffic”

“Community gardens”

“Bike lanes

“Wider sidewalks”




WRITING THE CODE

URBAN WATER FRONT 1 &2
HIGH & MEDIUM* DENSITY/MIXED USE

NOTE: THIS ZONE HAS 2 DISCREET FRONTS
* URBAN WATER FRONT 2 -MEDIUM DENSITY~ MAX IMUM 3 LEVELS

1. ADULT BOCKSTORE, WOEO, CABARET.
SEE DEPNTION

[pesrar] e
SEE DEPNITON

CTERVY MOUSTRY
SEE DEFNTION

§ EATNG AND DRIING.
: NOGRNE THAY
g k 6 RESDENTIAL-SINGLE & MULT FANRY

i I -

/

SPECIAL REGUATIONS
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Zoning Map



The Product: Grow a Neighborhood

Community Garden

<y

i -ADDRESS FOOD
INSECURITY

* INSTILL HEALTHY FOOD
HABITS-GROW HEALTHY
COMMUNITY

* CHAIR & YARN BOMB
« BUILD COMMUNITY!



Complete Streets Design Documents

EXISTING

T
{ 1 i CURRENT ROAD MAP
. A;] ] SCALE: "= o0

PROPOSED

/"1 "\ PROPOSED COMPLETE STREET
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*Great placemaking!
-Safer streets-for all

sLiving streets-all
modes!

*Pro-walk, pro-bike &
pro stay

Bike parking

*Better pedestrian
experience.

New businesses

*Shorter pedestrian
crossing

*Decreased vehicular
speed

*Back-in angled parking

*Increased on street
parking

*COMPREHENSIVE
COMPLETE STREETS
POLICY



Empowered Community - Placemaking
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Activating Place - Community Ownersh




FROM “CAN’T HAPPEN HERE”
TO “ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE”




Questions




